[Severe obstruction of upper airway by cervicomediastinal goitre in patients with cardiopulmonary insufficiency].
The symptoms of the retrosternal goitre are due to the compression especially on airway, by thyroid growth in mediastinum. We present a case of an old woman affected by chronic obstructive broncopneumopathy, atrial fibrillation and mediastinal goitre. The previous growth in mediastinum was the cause of compression on airway with unexpected worsening of respiratory function. The risk of total thyroidectomy was related to the possible tracheomalacia. The surgery improved respiratory performance.